
Saturday, March 16, 2019
Council Minutes

Firekeepers opened Council @ 10:30 am.
All sides accepted minutes and agenda.
#1 – Letters and HERC Report – After reading the draft response to S-3 Legislation, which will affect our citizenship.  Chief Awegehyat (Toby W.) wanted to know when HERC was sanctioned to meet with Governments, and use their own letterhead.  He pointed out his concerns and that for the most part, he is not informed enough about HERC.  He wants HERC to keep Council involved and informed, acknowledged lack of communication.  Each Council is to look over the draft and it will be read in Grand Council (March 23rd tentative).

All sides accepted the draft, and all agreed this needs to be further discussed to clarify who HERC is to meet with and sanctioning process.  They should be bundled before they meet any outside government agencies.  Hohahes mentioned that in days past, all the leaders agreed that if we have an issue with Canada, it would go with Grand River Council’s lead.  If the issue is USA Government, then Grand Council will be held at Onondaga.  I don’t recall a time when that decision was cancelled.  This needs to be cleared up.  Arenrehkowa also reported on a “Corn Conference” he attended in Mexico.  All went good, he had a slight delay when he returned.  Canada’s Embassy said the Haudenosaunee Passport was a fantasy document.  He was able to get help from Kenneth Deer and also his brother-in-law.  He flew out of Mexico next day.  He also asked for Council’s support to attend the following meeting on Climate Change in June (Germany).
All sides accept the report and the suggestion to “bundle” reps before they’re sent to represent us.  As far as the financial report request, they will wait until we hear from Financial Report.
#2 – HDI and Finances – Kelly MacNaugton stood up and made a few statements about the numbered company.  After a brief talk, she realized there was no use continuing without Rick Saul in attendance today.  Aaron reported that HDI, Colin M. and Rick Saul and finance committee had no knowledge that Kelly M. was going to stand before Council today. She did not discuss any of those matters with the committee so we don’t know what council wants done with whatever she spoke about. Aaron carried on with his report on expenditures and the court costs were expended on the Wilf Davey and Bill Monture case ($15,500).  The research workers will be moving into their own space, the property on Fawcett Road on April 3rd.  Aaron provided written one page report on 6 subjects.

1- Court Case (Bill and Wilf)

2- 3 meetings held (City of Mississauga, City of Waterloo, Municipality – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

3- Fawcett Road property

4- Joint Stewardship 

5- Finances

Council accepted the report and also passed for Al Day, Roger Silversmith, Arnold Jacobs and Michael Martin to go to HDI Wednesday March 20th at 10 am, look at Brian D. and Aaron D. “contracts” to see what their terms and conditions are, when contracts expire, etc.  They’re to report back next Council and at that time, we will “bundle” them, using our laws and processes.

Myka B. distributed a written report and went over their committee recommendations to fund 4 projects, Dwadewayeshsta Gayogohono ($160,935), Onkwawaenna Kentyohkwa ($145,530), Gawenawise Onodageha ($102,900), Godihta ($179,200). Chief Dehatgahdohs urged Council to consider having “Godihta”-Language Nest/Pre-school immersion become an annual funded dept. next time around. He informed Council the facts show that all over the world they’ve studied language loss, and revitalization success lies in immersing the children before they start school. 

Council accepted the recommendations to fund the above 4 Programs this year.
******** LUNCH BREAK ********

#3 – New Credit Issue – A draft letter was read and accepted to invite New Credit’s Elected Chief to Council.  Also Rhonda and Pat are putting together a “information backgrounder” for Council.

#4 – Matt Myke Haihe:s/Hayehe:s – wants to form a “Haudenosaunee Natural Resources” (HNR) to extend use of our Treaty Rights, and to include the use of Haudenosaunee ID instead of the Status Cards Canada issues.  We want to create a committee department to fight for a more self-sustaining existence, utilizing our rights and traditions.  He says he hunts with a group of approximately 15 hunters and they’re hunting in areas outside of the “reserve”.  The new dept. could help our people even to tap trees “off-reserve”.  Matt was asked if he would consult with Chester and Paul.  He said he hasn’t heard back from Paul and it’s been quite a while now.  Council agreed for Matt to put together a plan that we can look over.
#5 – Kris Hill – Distributed a draft letter to the Governor General, in regards to Burtch and all costs incurred, invoice to be included.
#6 – 2 Announcements – 1) Water Research Team scheduled a meeting for Chiefs and Clanmothers on March 29th at 10 am – 3 pm at Gathering Place across the river (Board Room).  2) Arenrehkowa also asked for Council to think about issuing a statement, supporting Akwesasne in their on-going struggle with Cannabis/Marijuana.

Firekeepers closed Council at 5:00 pm.

Agenda – April 6, 2019
#1 – Water Project-Makasa
#2 – HDI Contracts/Bundling/Hydro Update/Chief Archibald request
#3 – H.E.R.C. & Grand Council Report
#4 – Kris Hill 
#5 - Letters
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