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Letter to the Editor 
 
Six Nations does not have a community decision-making process that satisfies and is 
approved by the collective including the Six Nations Grand River Elected Council 
(SNGREC) and the Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council (HCCC). It was at the land 
talk table back in the Douglas Creek days when the thought came to me that Six Nations 
has no way of making a decision that involves the collective.  In speaking only for myself 
and not the SNGREC, since then, I've been raising this issue every chance I get. Right 
now, the only reliable decision-making process Six Nations has is the Indian Act's 
referendum/voting process. We have people refusing to participate in this process 
because "we don't vote" they say. 
On the traditional side we all know the clan system is broken. The Mohawk Clan 
Mothers have attempted to revive the clan system. However, the other Clan mothers 
haven't called clan meetings in years. In fact, I will be 81 years old in a few weeks and I 
don't ever recall a clan mother calling a clan meeting. Or is it that the clan mothers are 
selective in who gets invited to a clan meeting. When it comes to making a crucial 
decision like the court case being selective in who is consulted won't cut it. 
We need to hear from a large majority of people. 
We know HCCC relies heavily on Aaron Detlor/HDI to make all their decisions. Or so it 
seems. Well, I'll tell you that won't wash for the collective when it comes to the court 
settlement.   
Six Nations needs to be prepared now, not sit on our butts waiting for the 11th hour. If 
the collective doesn't come to some kind of agreement on decision making, the federal 
government and possibly the court may impose the referendum process as per the 
Indian Act. That's the gist of it, folks. 
Recently, Six Nations Lands Membership was informed by Indigenous Service Canada 
(ISC) of the upcoming Collaborative Process on the Second-Generation Cutoff (I wrote a 
letter to the TIN couple of weeks ago about this) and Section 10 Voting Thresholds. 
In this document ISC has made the decision that Section 10 of the Indian Act will be the 
decision-making process for Six Nations to decide whether we support the Collaborative 
Process on the Second-Generation Cutoff. I suspect if Six Nations can't make a collective 
decision on a court settlement, ISC will impose the referendum process. 
According to the Collaborative Process on the Second-Generation Cutoff and Section 10 
Voting Thresholds Six Nations must hold a referendum and meet three conditions: 
Notice, Consent and Acquired Rights. 
Notice: Six Nations would have to give two notices to the electors, meaning those who 
are eligible to vote (18 and older). This would be approximately six thousand band 
members (6000). With Six Nations band members living all over the world giving such 
notices would be impossible. 
Consent: Six Nations must maintain consent from its eligible voters. However, according 
to ISC consent is only achieved when a "double majority" threshold has been met. A 
"double majority" threshold means that a majority of the six thousand band members 
(6000) must vote, and a majority of those band members must vote in favor. Again, it is 
impossible to achieve. And ISC knows this. 
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Protection of Acquired Rights: This means everyone whose name is on the band list 
maintained by ISC will remain legally entitled to band membership. In other words, 
people who have status or entitled to status cannot be removed from the band list. 
With Six Nations being the most populated reserve in Canada and over half of our band 
members living off reserve there is no way Six Nations could meet the Notice and 
Consent of an Indian Act referendum. Nor achieve a "double majority." 
Six Nations has had its own referendums in the past where the Indian Act process wasn't 
followed. Or where a "double majority" wasn't required. But those issues needing 
decisions were local issues. The federal government had no interest in our local issues. 
But the Collaborative Process on the Second-Generation Cutoff and Section 10 Voting 
Thresholds and the court case is of interest to the federal government so they will insist 
on the "double majority" because they know Six Nations has no hope of achieving that. 
This is why it is critical for Six Nations to develop their own decision-making process. My 
suggestion is to establish a task force to begin discussing what a decision-making 
process might look like. We don't need the federal government nor the court telling us 
how to decide. So let us not get too excited about a court settlement just yet. The 
collective must have a way to accept the court settlement first. 
 
Helen Miller  
Letter to the Editor  
Turtle Island News  
October 9, 2024 
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